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The late Kwadwo Owusu Afriyie popularly known as 

Sir John played an instrumental role in the New 

Patriotic Party’s (NPP) victory in 2016.

He became CEO of  the Forestry Commission in 

March 2018 after being appointed to that position by 

President Akufo-Addo.

The lawyer cum politician was born in the Ashanti 

Region of  Ghana.

He attended Seventh Day Adventist Secondary School 

in Bekwai from where he obtained his GCE Ordinary 

level certificate.

He then proceeded to obtain his GCE Advanced level 

certificate from Konongo Odumase Secondary School 

in Konongo.
He was admitted to study political science at the 

University of  Ghana.

He then enrolled at the Ghana School of  Law where he 

graduated with Bachelor of  Laws.

After this he was admitted as a solicitor and counsel for 

the Supreme Court of  Ghana.

Afriyie entered into private law practice in 1981. 

During the John Agyekum Kufour administration, he 

was appointed head of  legal services at the Ghana 

National Petroleum Corporation.

He was later made to act as the Deputy Chief  

Executive Officer of  the corporation.

While managing his firm, Afriyie was also actively 

engaged in Ghanaian politics.

He served as the General Secretary of  the New 

Patriotic Party from 2010 to 2014.

He lost his bid to secure a second term to Kwabena 

Agyapong.
Source: peacefmonline.com
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Parliament has released a schedule of  Ministers of  State and Deputy Minister nominees to appear before the 
House's Appointments Committee for vetting.

The public vetting exercise which began on Wednesday, June 2, 2021, is expected to be completed on June 15, 
2021. Attendance is strictly by invitation.

Below is a complete list of  nominees and the dates for their vetting.

                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                     Source: peacefmonline.com
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Parliament releases schedule for vetting of
deputy minister nominees

No.

WEDNESDAY, 2ND JUNE, 2021
Nominee Designation

Mr. Charles Boahen Minister of State
Designate for finance

Hon. Benito Owusu-Bio Deputy Minister designate of 
Lands & Natural Resources

Hon. Augustine Collins Deputy minister designate for 
local Government , Ntim
Decentralisation and rural dev.

Hon. Osei Bonsu Amoah Deputy minister designate for 
local Government , 
Decentralisation and rural dev.

THURSDAY, 3RD JUNE, 2021
Hon. William Owuraku
Aidoo

Deputy minister designate for 

Energy

I)

II)

III)

IV)

I)



The Minister for Works and Housing, Francis 
Asenso Boakye, has disclosed that the 
government is partnering with the World Bank 
to invest $200 million in measures to tackle 
flooding in Accra.

According to him, this forms part of  the 
government’s vision to end the perennial 
flooding in the capital city.

Mr. Asenso Boakye made this known in a 
press statement issued on Thursday, June 3, 
2021, in commemoration of  the June 3 
disaster in 2015, which claimed 152 lives and 
injured many others.

“In line with this, the government has 
collaborated with the World Bank to invest 
$200 million to, among others, implement the 
Greater Accra Resilient and Integrated 
Development (GARID) project.”

The Minister also added that the Akufo-Addo 
government will also “intensify efforts aimed 
at finding lasting solutions to the perennial 
flooding in Accra and other parts of  the 
country.”

Meanwhile, Mr. Asenso Boakye also charged 
the citizenry to aid the government in this 
endeavour.

According to him, the government alone 
cannot end the menace if  citizens do not also 
change their attitudes.

About the GARID project
The project is meant to mitigate flood risks 
and address the solid waste management 
challenges in the Odaw Drainage Basin.

It also involves the reconstruction of  some 
bridges to remove identified impediments to 
the flow of  water in the basin when it rains, 
and the construction of  detention ponds 
upstream of  the Odaw Basin, to hold large 
volumes of  water that would otherwise lead to 
flooding, especially around Kwame Nkrumah 
Circle.

This project includes extensive dredging of  the 
Odaw River and Korle Lagoon.
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The Ghana Statistical Service (GSS), has discredited claims that it 

recruited agents for the upcoming 2021 housing and population 

census on partisan basis.

There are reports of  the Ghana Statistical Service’s ongoing training 

of  recruits for the exercise facing challenges in some parts of  the 

country after some persons disrupted the exercise alleging bias in the 

recruitment process.

The opposition National Democratic Congress in the Savannah 

Region also made the allegation in a statement signed by its 

Communication Officer, Malik Basintale.

“The NDC- Savannah region has received numerous calls from well-

meaning indigenes of  the various districts, bringing to our notice the 

extreme partisan recruitment of  the population and housing census 

staff  by the Ghana Statistical Service for the upcoming 2021 

population census.”

“It has also been noticed that the various aspiring Municipal and 

District chief  executives have taken this recruitment exercise as one 

to win the favour of  their party footsoldiers thereby ensuring the 

recruitment of  only persons loyal to their course,” portions of  the 

statement indicated.

But speaking on Citi TV’s Point of  View, Prof. Annim dismissed this 

claim, insisting that there were no political considerations during the 

recruitment process.

He insisted that the rigorous recruitment processes for the census did 

not give the leeway for agents to be selected based on their political 

affiliations.

“We started this recruitment process two years ago where we 

developed an online platform. As at the time we had 233,000 people 

on our platform. We did a screening of  these people to ensure that 

we have the complete documents and minimum criteria of  persons 

who have an SHS qualification and we scaled the number down to 

206,000.”

“We looked at the districts and engaged the district coordinating 

directors to interview them. They went through this and brought to 

us the scores for the various interviews. We ranked the scores and 

sent it back through our regional statisticians for the final 

communication of  persons who had been selected, so nowhere in 

the process would we think about politicizing the activity.”

The 2021 census will begin across the country on Sunday, June 27, 

and end on July 11, 2021.

The census is meant to generate data that will be used in decision-

making and planning for the development of  the country and its 

citizens.

The census was initially set to begin on March 15, 2020, with the 

first two weeks expected to be used for listing, a process that 

comprises the zoning and coding of  the number of  houses and 

structures to be covered in the census.

However, it was rescheduled to June 28, 2020, before being finally 

postponed to 2021 due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The slogan for the 2021 PHC is “you count, get counted”, with the 

GSS aiming for comprehensive coverage to ensure that no one is left 

behind.

President Akufo-Addo has said the exercise is purely a national 

project devoid of  partisanship, hence the need for all citizens to be 

actively involved.

“I urge all persons, Ghanaians, and non-Ghanaians who will be in 

Ghana on the census night to be ready to welcome census officials 

into their communities and place of  residence, and also provide the 

necessary information,” he said at the launch of  the 30-day 

countdown to the 2021 census.

         Source: Cititvnewsroom.com
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ALAN KYEREMATEN WRITES:

On 3rd June 2021, I joined many Ghanaian sympathizers and well-wishers to 

mourn with the family of the late Lawyer Kwadwo Owusu Afriyie affectionately 

called Sir John, former General-Secretary of NPP.

Damirifa due!

Due ne amanehunu!!

Fare thee well, Kwadwo!!!
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A Nigerian delegation led by Minister for Industry, Trade and Investment, Hon. 

Otunba Niyi Adebayo, on Monday May 31, 2021, successfully held deliberations 

with Ghanaian authorities led by Ghana's Minister for Trade, Hon. Alan John 

Kwadwo Kyerematen

The deliberations were a follow up to earlier conversations held on September 3, 

2020, on how both countries can further deepen trade relations.

It is expected that trade should grow between the two sides while upholding 

each other’s local laws.
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SIR JOHN’S FUNERAL IN PICTURES

RIP
REST IN PEACE

SIR JOHN
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