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The Minister of  Trade and Industry, Hon. 

Alan Kyerematen has on Friday July 9, 

2021 made a donation to the Kwame 

Nkrumah University of  Science and 

Technology Chaplaincy.

The University received 1,500 bags of  

cement from the minister in lieu of  an 

abandoned Christian Worship Center by 

the Students Chaplaincy Council (SCC).

Present at the brief  ceremony were the 

Vice Chancellor of  the University, 

Professor (Mrs) Rita Dickson, the 

University Relations Officer, Dr. Norris 

Bekoe, the protestant chaplain, Rev. (Dr) 

Joseph Williams Acheampong amongst 

other University authorities.

The trade minister comes across as an 

Economist, a Lawyer and Trade / 

Development Expert of  international 

stature.

Background of  SCC Christian Worship 

Centre

The dearth in congregational spaces for 

communal worship by the growing 

Christian student population propelled the 

Students Chaplaincy Council (S.C.C) to 

push for such edifice that meets its need.

Further cognisance of  this development 

has been the underlying fact that over six 

decades of  the University’s existence, a 

project of  this scale and significance has 

not yet been realised.

This is a focal premise commissioned for 

Christian congregational worship and 

fellowship since 2014.

Source: hypercitigh.com
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 Ghana in 2020 imported over US$40 

million worth of  soaps and detergents

•The establishment of  a new detergent 

plant according to Alan Kyerematen is 

expected to bridge the gap between 

demand and supply

•The manufacturing plant will provide an 

estimated 220 direct employment

Minister for Trade and Industry, Alan 

Kyerematen has disclosed that the country 

imported soaps and detergents worth over 

US$40 million in 2020 alone.

He underscored that these products could 

have easily been produced in Ghana if  

adequate factories were in place to bridge 

the gap between demand and supply.

Addressing guests at the commissioning of  

the African Consumer Products 

manufacturing plant in Tema on July 1, 

Mr Kyerematen said the new facility is 

expected to produce 60,000 metric tonnes 

of  soap per annum compared to a national 

demand estimated at 100,000 metric 

tonnes.

“In the year 2020 alone, Ghana imported 

soaps and detergent products worth over 

US$40 million which could easily have 

been produced here in Ghana,” he 

disclosed.
The minister added that the new 

detergents manufacturing plant will 

provide an estimated 220 direct 

employment as well as boost government’s 

efforts at import substitution, especially in 

sectors with local capacity for value 

addition.

He stressed that the facility demonstrated a 

giant step taken towards government's 

industrial transformation agenda and a 

strong testament of  the strategic 

partnership between government and the 

private sector.

“Government recognises the relevance of  

attracting private sector operators to invest 

in the productive sectors of  the economy 

by taking advantage of  available local 

resource endowments," he concluded.

Source: ghanaweb.com
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Alan Donates GH¢20000.00 and bags of cement 
towards building Volta Regional Office 

Minister of  Trade and Industry, Alan 

Kyerematen has made a handsome donation 

to the Volta regional branch of  the New 

Patriotic Party (NPP) on July 4, 2021, at a 

sod-cutting ceremony organized by the region 

for the building of  an ultra-modern party 

office in Ho the regional capital.

Alan Kyerematen who is a stalwart and a 

founding member of  the NPP and seen by 

many as the “darling boy” of  the region, 

made a cash donation of  GH¢20,000 and a 

material donation of  1,000 bags of  cement.

Some party faithful who were present and 

could not hide their happiness and 

appreciation for the patriotic gesture by Alan 

Kyerematen kept shouting “jobs for the 

people, cash for the people”, “time aso ooo 

time aso”, etc. The trade minister comes 

across as an Economist, a Lawyer and Trade 

/ Development Expert of  international 

stature.

Present at the sod-cutting ceremony were the 

national chairman of  the NPP, Mr Freddie 

Blay, as guest of  honour, the national youth 

organizer Nana Boakye, Mr Fred Oware, 

former Volta regional chairman Mr 

Kenwood, Volta regional executives, the 

executives of  all constituencies of  the region 

and party members and sympathizers.

In the 2020 general elections, the New 

Patriotic Party performed creditably in the 

Volta region by way of  increasing its total 

votes and winning the Hohoe parliamentary 

seat. It is expected that the new regional office 

complex will enhance party work and result 

in better performance in the region going into 

election 2024.
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Trading under the agreement reaffirmed the deep 

interest for both Ghana and the EU to strengthen 

their long-standing trade and economic 

relationship.

It also underscores the shared ambition to enhance 

relations between the EU and the Economic 

Community of  West African States and the African 

States as well.

This was announced in a statement by Mr Valdis 

Dombrovskis, the Executive Vice-President and 

Commissioner for Trade of  the European Union, 

and Mr Alan Kyeremanten, the Minister for Trade 

and Industry of  Ghana and copied to the Ghana 

News Agency in Accra.

The statement said since December 2016 the IEPA 

guaranteed duty-free quota-free access to the EU 

market for products made in Ghana and as of  

today, Ghana starts liberalising access to its market 

for 80 per cent of  the total volume of  EU exports.

This is crucial, the statement said, for developing 

and diversification of  Ghana’s bilateral trade.

It will also create better opportunities for EU 

companies to trade and invest in Ghana and 

produce goods for export to the wider African 

market under the preferences available under the 

African Continental Free Trade Area.

The statement said the removal of  tariffs on 

intermediary goods and machinery from the EU 

under the IEPA would mean cheaper inputs for 

Ghanaian production.

“This will make locally produced goods more 

competitive and support industrial development in 

Ghana and the country’s integration into global 

‘value chains”, it said.

It said the trade-related development cooperation 

under the IFPA would facilitate reforms of  the 

fiscal revenue system, improve the business 

environment and promote the upgrading of  the 

productive sectors in Ghana.

Although the IEPA was concluded in December 

2007 and ratified by Ghana in 2016, the 

implementation of  the tariff  liberalisation schedule 

was delayed under technical adjustments agreed 

between the EU and Ghana.

It said the necessary rules of  origin documents to 

be used for trading, including the certificates of  

origin and origin declaration had now been 

developed and the codes and systems were in place 

for the start of  the effective implementation of  

tariff  cuts for EU products entering Ghana.

Source:newsghana.com.gh
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The NPP as a matter of  urgency needs a flag 
bearer who has the character, competence, and 
charisma to overwhelmingly win the grassroots 
of  the party and also appeal to the floating 
voters of  the party.

Alan Kwadwo Kyerematen has proven to stand 
the test of  time in that regard.
His competence and personality carry volumes 
of  power that can't be limited or contained 
within the confines of  our strongholds.
As a man with an untainted reputation, he has 
the unique qualities to deliver without regret a 
very decisive, unified, and above all clean 
victory for the NPP in her quest to break the 
“8”.

In this first part write up, we make the case for 
Alan has the right person to overwhelmingly 
win back the NPP grassroots votes
Winning Back Disgruntled Grassroots to Break 
the “8”:

The only candidate that can win back the 
disgruntled and disappointed grassroots as 
evidenced in the skirt and blouse approach that 
led to the NPP’s Intensive Care Unit (ICU) 
situation in the 8th parliament is Alan 
Kyerematen.
In the just-ended elections, the NPP lost 
gargantuan of  its parliamentary seats to the 
NDC, due to certain uncommon 
circumstances.

This alone is an indication that the NPP needs 
a unifier and an experienced hand to bring 
calm, peace, and build confidence in the 
grassroots to break the “8”
.
The preliminary issues regarding the selection 
of  candidates within the spectrum of  the NPP's 
leadership for 2020, created certain leakages 
among the grassroots that engineered the type 
of  skirt and blouse votes that greatly hurt the 
party.

It is very uncommon to see party folks voting 
for a presidential candidate and denying his 
candidate at the constituency level for an 
opponent.

This alone is practical evidence that a tried, 
tested, and experienced founding father of  the 
NPP in the form and shape of  Alan 
Kyerematen is the man to turn around this 
defeating situation to a winning one for the 
party.

Many are of  the view that after the party had 
the shock of  eroding all its majority seats and 
speakership in parliament, the NPP now more 
than ever needs a grassroots man to break the 
“8”.
Alan Kwadwo Kyerematen, when given the 
nod in the capacity of  a Flagbearer has the 
potency of  sealing those leakages or cracks that 
have caused such great harm to the party.

After serving with the party since its inception 
in many capacities since 1992, Alan Kwadwo 
Kyerematen undoubtedly knows and 
understands the grassroots very well.

After serving with many party leadership and 
in various party leadership roles both in 
opposition and in governance, Alan 
Kyerematen stands tallest and is the right man 
to lead the struggle to build a unified and 
formidable front to break the “8”.
Winning Overwhelmingly in our World Bank, 
Strongholds and Swing Regions:

The center of  every drum is likely the best 
sound producer and should not be taken lightly.
On top of  competence, it is an added advantage 
that Alan comes from the Asanti Region.
If  it will break the “8”, why not ?
NPP can’t solidify its stronghold and listen to 
the NDC's Akan party tag
His maternal grandma hail from the royal 
household of  Ejisu in the Ashanti Region.

Alan’s mother and all her children 
automatically became Ashanti’s at birth. Alan’s 
maternal grandfather comes from the Central 
Region. That’s how Alan traces his roots to the 
Central Region, a key swing region in our body 
politics.The popular Ghanaian saying Adzi wo 
fie a oye”, to wit it is good when it is home 
comes to mind when we consider Alan’s Fante 
(Central Region) roots.

Is politics not a game of  numbers? Solidifying 
our base doesn't mean neglecting other regions 
of  substantial importance.
It’s all about the best strategy that can make 
you edge out your opponents in a battle.
Falling for the bait of  your opponents like the 
NDC is a recipe for electoral disaster.

The impending Flagbearership race calls for the 
NPP to choose a candidate that can win 
emphatically in our “World Bank” and break 
the back of  any voter apathy in our stronghold.

Winning NPP Votes And Floating Voters to break
the “8” - The Alan Touch
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Winning NPP Votes And Floating Voters to break
the “8” - The Alan Touch. Cont’d...

The Ashanti Region, the largest region in Ghana now 
with 47 constituencies, has turned out to become the 
master game-changer in our body politics for general 
elections. This has empirically been proven from data 
since 1992 to date, that the Asanti Region is the catalyst 
of  the NPP victory.

In the 2020 elections, the Asanti Region alone was able 
to beat nine other regions with a marginal remaining 
balance of  not less than a hundred thousand (100,000) 
votes to the credit of  the NPP.

Securing and Building our Base/ World Bank to Break 
the “8”:

Any army that goes to war, must have a general that can 
command and secure its stronghold.
Alan Kwadwo Kyerematen is a candidate that has his 
roots (family and political) from the powerhouse of  the 
NPP.

Alan has the charisma and personality to supply the 
party with the needed core votes in the NPP 
strongholds to secure victory and break the “8” with 
ease.

It is an incontestable fact that; the votes recorded by the 
stronghold of  the NPP (Ashanti Region) in 2020 
showed the game-changing prowess of  the region in 
securing a one-touch victory for the party.

Out of  the 137 seats the NPP won in the just-ended 
elections, 99 happened to be attributed to Akan 
settlements.

If  the independent candidate is added to 99 by doing 
business with the NPP in parliament, this total will 
amount to 100 seats out of  137 from the Akan 
settlements.
The Akan settlements are the stronghold of  the NPP as 
the Zongo’s have been for the NDC.
It’s no surprise that the NPP didn’t win in the Zongo 
communities in the 2020 elections.

Even a few of  the remaining 37 seats also have the 
potential of  an Akan leadership of  which Ablekuma 
South and North is an example to that effect.

The strategy is straightforward; secure your stronghold 
with a candidate that has roots and can overwhelmingly 
win it over and breaking the “8” will be practically 
doable.

The above-enumerated reasons make Alan Kwadwo 
Kyerematen an unrivaled candidate in terms of  his 
potential in bringing back disgruntled grassroots and 
securing the powerhouse or world bank of  the NPP 
which comprises the Ashanti Region and Akan 
constituencies all over the country.
This practical strategy will lead to an extraordinary one-
touch victory for the NPP in 2024.

Conclusion:

Alan Kwadwo Kyerematen, who is from the engine 
room of  the party commands enormous respect and 
admiration and is unrivaled in the quest to bring back 
disgruntled grassroots who voted skirt and blouse in 
2020.

We will kindly draw our pen to a stand-still by quoting 
one of  my indefatigable brothers known as "Achiri" 
from one of  the most powerful kingdoms in Ghana, 
Dagbong in the Northern part of  the country; " It will 
be unwise to set up a yam factory at an area where they 
least grow yams".

Watch Out for Part 2...!

Source: Solomon Bimoktey & Terry Afram-Kumi
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The Food Trade Coalition for Africa has organised its first 

meeting to coordinate food trade investments and policy 

interventions across the continent.

Co-Chair of  the Coalition, Ziad Hamoui in a hybrid meeting 

that seeks to leverage diverse views, experiences and knowledge 

indicated that the meeting would serve as a platform to monitor 

and evaluate past records of  food trade in order to outline the 

work plan for the rest of  the year while drawing feedback for 

better achievements.

He noted that with the combined strengths of  key stakeholders, 

the Coalition would build a stronger consensus on food trade 

policy, and increase policy coherence and predictability.

“Throughout the coronavirus pandemic, movement of  trade 

hasn’t stopped but movement of  people did. Therefore, the 

pandemic has taught us to start relying on our own local 

production. Thus, we are hoping to use this coalition as a 

platform to discuss issues of  trade,” he indicated.

In a speech read on behalf  of  the Minister of  Trade and 

Industry, Alan Kyeremanten, he congratulated the coalition, 

Alliance for Free Revolution in Africa (AGRA) and other 

stakeholders for their relentless efforts to support the growth of  

Africa’s agriculture through the building of  the agricultural 

sector and also linking them to various regional and 

international markets.

The minister urged African countries to embark on greater and 

more diversified agriculture trade at regional and global levels to 

help boost productivity at all stages along the value chain in 

order to help transform African agriculture and stimulate 

growth.

“Increasing intra-African agricultural trade also has the 

potential to improve food security by moving surplus food to 

deficit areas and contribute to stabilizing local and regional food 

markets by making them less vulnerable to shocks,” he 

explained.

He urged all stakeholders to target education and training of  the 

youth with a focus on mentorship so as to enrich smallholder’s 

practices and knowledge, entrepreneurship and make agriculture 

more attractive to them.

The Minister indicated that the establishment of  the African 

Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) would help provide 

enormous opportunities for the export and import trading of  

goods, and also empower businesses of  all scales be it large, 

medium, small or micro enterprises.

However, he mentioned that some main barriers to 

diversification included non-tariffs measures, sanitary and 

phytosanitary regulations; technical regulations and specific 

rules of  origin.

“Yet, these issues have been addressed under some of  the 

annexes to the AFCFTA protocol on trade in goods,” Mr 

Kyeremanten announced.

He added that the barriers would soon be removed at the 

continental level in order to strengthen the case for expanding 

the share of  locally processed products in regional trade.

The Minister indicated that Ghanaian export will be boosted, 

while investment and innovation would also be stimulated to 

foster structural transformation and improve food security in the 

continent.

“AfCFTA will enhance economic growth and export 

diversification and above all provide the fresh impetus and 

dynamisms to economic integration of  Ghana into the African 

market,” he stressed.

He noted they even though African agri-food trade is bedeviled 

with several challenges which included productive capacity, 

noncompliance with standards and unstructured markets, the 

Food for Trade Coalition for Africa policy dialogue will help 

address some of  these challenges in agriculture.

“Effective actions are needed to promote gender-targeted 

interventions such as fulfilment of  human rights for gender 

equality and women’s empowerment to facilitate their support 

market linked to local, national and regional food system.

Women compromise an average of  43% of  the agricultural 

labour force in developing countries,” the Minister added.

Mr Kyeremanten called on various stakeholders to support 

farmers and other small-scale actors to ensure that they 

benefitted from increased trade opportunities.

The members of  the Food Trade Coalition for Africa include 

representatives within African and the international community; 

regional economic communities, private organizations, research 

institutions, development agencies, academia and think-tanks.

Source: ghanaweb.com
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Alan John Kwadwo Kyerematen 
writes...“On Tuesday , July 6 2021, 
accompanied by two of my 
deputies, Micheal Okyere Baafi 
and  Nana Ama Dokua Asiamah-
Adjei, I led a delegation from the 
Ministry of Trade and Industry 
together with officials of the Accra 
Metropolitan Assembly and The 
Ghana Union of Traders to asses 
the extent of damage caused by 
the fire outbreak at the Makola 
Market in Accra last Monday.I note 
with great pleasure the rapid 
response by a joint team of the 
Military, Police and Fire service 
personel who are working 
tirelessly to douse the inferno and 
to provide maximum security for 
some of the salvaged valuables.I 
am saddened by the loss to many 

traders and assure them of 
government's commitment to 
partner with the necessary 
stakeholders to fast track efforts 
at alleviating their plight and to 
get them back into business as 
quickly as possible. Given the 
recent  increase in fire outbreaks 
at market centres in parts  Accra 
and Kumasi, I have tasked multi- 
stakeholder  committee probing 
the market fires in the country to 
begin an immediate review 
process to inform and guide 
government on the way 
forward.The Nana Addo led 
administration believes that the 
private sector is an engine of 
growth and government will 
ensure that this development is 
brought to a desirable end.”
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Today 5th July, 2021, together with 
two of my deputies, Herbert Krapa 
and  Nana Ama Dokua Asiamah-
Adjei, l inaugurated two separate 
committees at the Conference 
Room of the Ministry of Trade and 
Industry.
The first was the Project 
Implementation Unit of the 
Ministry under the World Bank 
funded Ghana Economic 
Transformation (GET) Project to 
oversee 
a $200 million Dollar Credit Facility 
from the World Bank aimed to 
accelerate the improvement of the 
business environment and to 
attract private capital, particularly, 
FDI.
The second was the Grant Scheme 
Committee of the Ghana 
Enterprises Agency,  to have 
oversight responsibility of the GEA 
SME Grants Programme which 

consist of the COVID-19 Response 
Grant Programme and SME 
Growth Programme which was 
launched in June 2021.
It seeks to accelerate 
Entrepreneurship and SME growth 
in non-resource-based sectors 
through grant schemes to 
improve access to finance, 
technical assistance, and market 
development.  
 In effect, the Grant Scheme will 
serve as an emergency liquidity 
support to the high-growth SMEs 
affected by the COVID-19 
Pandemic as well as support their 
sustainable recovery, post COVID. 
The scheme will also provide 
technical assistance and address 
inefficient practices as well as low 
management capabilities of many 
SMEs (Corporate Governance).
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Alan Storm’s Asenso Boakye’s Mum Funeral - Bantama
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