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Gov’t to invest $25m
to establish national
vaccine institute

he government of Ghana is set to Tinvest some US$25 million as seed 
money towards the establishment of a 

National Vaccine Institute to spearhead the 
country’s efforts at producing vaccines 
locally.

The President, Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo, 
disclosed this during his 26th update on 
measures taken by the government to reduce 
the rising cases of Covid-19 in the country.

e pointed out that the establishment of Hthe institute forms part of 
recommendations by a committee 

established by the government to formulate a 
concrete plan for vaccine development and 
manufacturing in Ghana.

“We must be self-sufficient in this regard in the 
future, and prepare ourselves better to deal with 
any such occurrences in the future. To this end, 
the Committee I established, under the leadership 
of the world-renowned Ghanaian scientist, 
Professor Kwabena Frimpong Boateng, to 
investigate Ghana’s potential as a vaccine 
manufacturing hub, to meet national and regional 
needs, has presented its preliminary report which, 
amongst others, recommends the establishment 
of a National Vaccine Institute to spearhead this 
development.”

he Institute, according to the President Twill be charged with delivering six clear 
mandates:

1. Establishing local vaccine manufacturing 
plants;

2. Deepening Research & Development (R&D) 
for vaccines in Ghana;

3. Upgrading and strengthening the FDA;

4. Forging bilateral and multilateral 
partnerships for vaccine manufacturing in 
various areas, such as funding, clinical trials, 
technology transfer, licensing, and assignment 
of intellectual property rights;

5. Building the human resource base for 
vaccine discovery, development, and 
manufacture; and

6. Establishing a permanent national 
secretariat to coordinate vaccine development 
and manufacture

The President has already admitted that the 
country is facing challenges with its 
vaccination programme due to the difficulty in 
getting access to COVID-19 vaccines.

He had earlier explained that the global politics 
on manufacturing, procurement and 
distribution is making the situation even more 
difficult.

The new Institute is thus expected to tackle 
government’s difficulty in procuring vaccines 
for the populace in Ghana and beyond the near 
future. AlanThe
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Trade Ministry to
finalize agreements
on Komenda sugar

he Ministry of Trade and Industry and its TTransaction Advisor, Price Waterhouse 
Coopers are concluding the Conditions 

Precedent to activate the Concession Agreement, a 
strategic investor for the Komenda Sugar Factory.

he sector Minister, Alan Kyerematen said the 
conclusion of the agreement with the Strategic 
Investor, Park Agrotech Limited would enable them to 
commence operations at the factory.

Mr Kyerematen said this when he appeared before 
Parliament to respond to a question by Mr Samuel 
Atta-Mills, Member of Parliament (MP) for 
Komenda/Edina/Eguafo/Abrem on why the Komenda 
Sugar Factory was still closed, and what had happened 
to the Strategic Investor the country was promised.

r. Kyerematen explained that Park Agrotech MLimited was an agro-processing company 
based in Ghana, who together with its 

India-based technical partner, have significant 
expertise in the sugarcane cultivation and sugar 
processing industry.

He referred to the various incentives that Park 
Agrotech was requesting as part of the proposed 
Concession Agreement.

He said working with the Transaction Advisors, the 
Ministry had painstakingly worked through various 
requirements and requests

As part of the arrangements, Park Agrotech has 
applied for and has been granted One District One 
Factory (1D1F) status by the Ministry.

This he said would enable Park Agrotech to take 
advantage of the incentives and benefits as approved 
by Parliament for 1D1F registered companies and to 

r Kyerematen further stated that the MMinistry has instructed the 
Transaction Advisor and Park 

Agrotech to ensure that the Conditions 
Precedent to the Concession Agreement and a 
Road Map for the opening of the factory was 
finalized by the end of August to enable 
operational activities to commence before the 
end of this year.
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2024 NPP primaries:
Alan Kyerematen’s
golden advantage

olitics or, for that matter, election, is a game of Pstrategy and numbers. It is a game that is won 
with strategy and numbers. When you get your 

strategy right, you are most likely to get your numbers 
right. When you get your strategy wrong, the numbers 
would be against you.

In the last election, whereas the NDC got their 
strategy right with their limited resources, the NPP 
got it wrongwith their abundant resources.

As a result, while the NDC skyrocketed in both 
Presidential and Parliamentary elections, the NPP 
nosedived significantly in both the Presidential and 
Parliamentary elections.

Going into the 2024 election, the NPP must avoid 
repeating the 2020 operational strategy that made 
them spend about 60% of their resources in the 
northern part of the country.

The party must go into the 2024 election with a 
strategy that focuses more on how to increase their 
numbers in their strongholds and in the swing 
regions.

From the look of things, it appears there is nothing 
the NPP can do to beat the NDC in the Northern part 
of the country in the nearest future.

In the last elections, as I have already indicated, the 
NPP, after spending about 60% of its campaign 
resources in the five northern regions alone, could not 
get the desire value for their resources. The party’s 
parliamentary fortunes in the five (5) northern regions 
tumbled from 21 seats to 20 seats in the 2020 general 
elections.

Therefore, going into the 2024 elections, the NPP 

ould strategically have to present a wcandidate whose personality, 
message, background and 

charisma can churn out a mammoth voter 
turnout in favor of the party across the country, 
particularly in the Ashanti and Eastern regions, 
so as to increase its presidential vote’s 
percentage and parliamentary seats.

If truth be told, of all the potential aspirants 
whose names have come up, Alan Cash is in a 
pole position to be the candidate with that 
magic wand.

Apart from his towering personality, 
intelligence and attestable job creation 
prowess, there is another golden advantage the 
NPP stands to have over the NDC should they 
decide to present him as the presidential 
candidate in 2024.

Significantly, Alan’s maternal heritage situates 
him in two critical political regions in the 
country. His maternal great grandmother was 
Queen mother of Ejisu in the Ashanti Region.

By the Akan tradition, that makes him an 
Ashanti by birth. His late father was the well-
known anthropologist who established the 
Asante Cultural Center in 1951 together with 
the late Otumfuor Sir Osei Agyeman Prempeh 
II.

Again, he is a direct grandson of an illustrious 
post-colonial Fante national figure, Johannes 
Welsing from Elmina in the Central Region, 
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2024 NPP primaries:
Alan Kyerematen’s
golden advantage

ho, as Assistant Colonial Secretary during the wlast Colonial Administration, was the highest 
ranking Ghanaian Civil Servant.

He is equally the great grandson of another illustrious Fante 
Civil Servant from the Colonial era and another proud son of 
Brenu Akyinmu in the Elmina District the late J. S. Erbynn 
who was Governor's representative in Ashanti in Colonial 
times.

Ipso facto, the Ashanti Region has been the spine that has 
consistently kept the NPP standing since 1992. In 2016, the 
region alone gave the party 44 parliamentary seats. However, 
the party’s parliamentary fortunes dropped to 42 seats in the 
region in the 2020 elections.Therefore, having a candidate 
who can cause a massive voter turnout in the region would be 
a very significant game-changer in the 2024 elections.

Even though every region’s contribution to the party’s 
electoral victory is quite significant, to think of the NPP 
without the Ashanti Region is quite frightening.

If you consider the fact in the last election, whereas all the 
five northern regions gave the party 20 seats, the Ashanti 
Region alone gave the party 42 seats, you would appreciate 
the significance of the region. Therefore, the party must avoid 
decisions that would cause voter apathy and, for that matter, 
low voter turnout in the region.

The Central Region, on the other hand, can be said to be the 
most swing region in the country currently and, mysteriously, 
it has always been the case that the party that is able to win 
the presidential votes in the region, wins the general election 
to form a government.

This claim can be fact-checked by any interested Ghanaian. 
This makes the Central Region an important battleground in 
every presidential election..

The reason behind this political mystery in the region 
is yet to be known by the political scientists in the 
country. In the 2020 election, the NPP lost 9 seats in 
the region alone, even though the party marginally 
won the presidential election.

herefore, going into the 2024, the party Tmust think of a presidential candidate who 
can help to turn things round in the region 

with his message and personality. This is where 
Alan Kyerematen comes in with his golden 
advantage.

That is, having a candidate like Alan Kyerematen, 
who hails from these two critical regions, would 
undoubtedly bring to the party an invaluable 
political advantage over the NDC.

In the Central Region for example, where the NDC 
did so well in the last election, should they present 
Prof.

Naana Opoku Agyeman and make the same case 
again that a daughter of the soil is on their ticket to 
be the next Vice-President, the NPP would make a 
super case that, their candidate, who is going to be 
the next president, is also the son of the soil. And, 
who wouldn’t prefer President to Vice-President!

Let me leave you with this to think about: since 
1992, the NDC have been focusing on the Central 
Region when it comes to the selection of Vice-
Presidential candidates. They have always had 
someone from the region on their ticket, either as a 
presidential candidate or a vice presidential 
candidate since 1992.

It was the late Arkaah in 1992; the late Prof. Mills in 
1996, 2000, 2004 and 2008; the late Amissah-
Arthur in 2012 and 2016, and Prof. Naana Opoku 
Agyeman in 2020 and most likely 2024. If you are a 
serious politician, you must find out why.

Shalom! Shalom!
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One District, One
Factory Job Creation
drive, phenomenal

 A former member of the National ADemocratic Congress(NDC) Stephen 
Atubiga has hailed the President of Ghana 

Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo.

According to him, his one district - one factory 
programme has been phenomenal in creating jobs 
for the youth.

He acknowledges that the programme has its own 
challenges but the President taking initiative to 
ensure that the unemployment numbers are 
reduced in the country needs to be hailed.

Stephen Atubiga indicated that there is nothing like 
100% achievements in governance so it’s imperative 
that as citizens chide governments for their flaws, 
they will also provide solutions to certain problems 
and also hail the effort of government when 
necessary.

He wrote in a Facebook post of Sunday, July 25: 
“Well, I have seen this trending post on social 
media, lauding the number of factories our sitting 
president has been able to deliver.

As a Ghanaian and having the privilege of going 
around the country, and seeing how the youth are 
trying to get jobs.I think we should congratulate our 
President and encourage him to do more. Knowing 
what it takes to run the country, and knowing the 
complications of covid-19 to the world’s economy 
today.

e should be seeing ourselves given Wapplause to our president when he 
deserves it. Yes, some of you will try to 

use a political meaning to twist and manipulate my 
honest opinion and Optimistic impressions of 
these jobs creation factories initiated by our sitting 
President.

Which is welcome by me. There has never been a 
perfect government or a perfect President in this 
world. Particularly in our country Ghana. But I 
believe all past leaders gave in their all, as others 
will come to do the same.

And just as we criticize and hold Presidents 
accountable for their flaws or bad leadership, we 
should also be brave to give them a solution or tops 
up when they deserve it. Show me your best perfect 
president or leader? and I will show you his or her 
flaws and weaknesses in leadership.”
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Capecoast High Court
cancels 2020 Assin North

parliamentary election 
he Cape Coast High Court has annulled the results Tof the 2020 parliamentary elections in the Assin 
North constituency.

The Court, presided over by Justice Kwasi Boakye, ordered 
for fresh elections to be conducted in the constituency.

The case of the petitioner is that the MP, Joe Gyaakye 
Quayson, at the time of filing to contest the 2020 
parliamentary elections, had not renounced his Canadian 
citizenship and thus held dual nationality.

He further avers that at the close of nominations on the 
9th of October, the Assin MP had still not renounced his 
Canadian nationality. He says Joe Gyaakye Quayson, who 
still holds himself as the MP, is in complete violation of 
Article 94 (2a) thus the Court should declare his election 
null and void.

Handing his judgement on Wednesday, the judge said the 
MP, Joe Gyaakye Quayson violated constitutional 
provisions and other statutory provisions that guide 
Ghana’s elections.

Judge’s ruling
On the capacity of the petitioner to maintain an action 
against the Assin North MP, the Judge said the petitioner 
had the capacity and the petition was competent. The 
judge, accordingly overruled the MP’s challenge of the 
petitioner’s capacity.

and the petition was competent. The judge, accordingly 
overruled the MP’s challenge of the petitioner’s capacity.

The Court explained that its jurisdiction could be invoked 
in an election petition when the EC conducts a 
parliamentary election and declares the results of the 
contest.

The Court explained that its jurisdiction could be invoked 
in an election petition when the EC conducts a 
parliamentary election and declares the results of the 
contest. Thus, he argued the Court’s jurisdiction was 
properly invoked.

The Independence of the EC in the conduct of 
elections is not in doubt and the Court won’t 
interfere in the operations of the EC unless an 
illegality and an unconstitutionality are being 
perpetrated by the EC.

He ruled that nothing precludes a petitioner from 
invoking the High Court’s original jurisdiction and, 
therefore, dismissed this challenge by Joe Gyaakye 
Quayson.

The judge said the facts of the matter were not in 
doubt. That is on December 17, 2019, the Assin 
North MP applied to renounce his Canadian 
citizenship.
Between October 5th and 9th filed to contest the 
Parliamentary elections. That he got his 
renunciation certificate on November 26, 2020.

The argument of the Assin North MP was that the 
delay in getting his certificate was purely 
administrative and arose out of the two-month 
lockdown as a result of the pandemic.

To this, the Court said, based on the certificate the 
MP submitted in his affidavit in response to the 
petition, he only ceased to be a Canadian citizen on 
November 26, 2020, and not any period before or at 
the time of filing to contest the elections.

The court indicated that the evidence on the face of 
the certificate destroys the case of the Assin North 
MP.

“It would be a bad precedent and a cancerous 
tumour in Ghana’s legal jurisprudence. Thus, he 
ceased to be a Canadian citizen after November 26, 
2020,” the judge said.

On the issue of whether or not the election of the 
Assin North MP is null and void, the judge said the 
MP violated the constitutional provisions and other 
statutory provisions that guide Ghana’s elections.
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Capecoast High Court cancels
 2020 Assin North parliamentary

 election resuts cont’d...
Background
The Supreme Court on Tuesday asked 
for the withdrawal of an application 
seeking its supervisory jurisdiction in 
a case, in which the Cape Coast High 
Court is set to decide a petition 
challenging the eligibility of the Assin 
North MP.

The apex Court argued that due 
process was not followed. The 
application was subsequently 
withdrawn by lawyers for the MP, 
paving the way for the Cape Coast 
High Court to rule on the matter 
Wednesday.

This comes after Lawyers for the 
Member of Parliament for Assin 
North, Joe Gyaakye Quayson withdrew 
an application seeking to invoke the 
supervisory jurisdiction of the 
Supreme Court to interpret certain 
constitutional provisions.

The MP’s lawyer, Justin Pwavra 
Teriwajah had tried without 
success, to get the Cape Coast 
High Court hearing the election 
petition involving his client, to 
refer Article 94, Clause (2a) of the 
1992 Constitution to the Supreme 
Court for interpretation.

A five-member Supreme Court 
presided over by Justice Yaw 
Apau, struck the application out 
after the MP’s lawyer had 
withdrawn it.

The judges explained to the 
lawyer that he should have 
formally applied to the High 
Court to refer the said 
constitutional provision to the 
Supreme Court for interpretation, 
and if he refused, there would 
have been grounds to refer the 
same to the Supreme Court.
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Alan John Kwadwo 
Kyerematen Writes:

On Monday, 26th July, 2021, 
together with Herbert 
Krapa, Deputy Minister of 
Trade and Industry in-
charge of International 
Trade and the Chief 

Director of MoTI, we 
inspected the ongoing 
office set up for the 
National Coordinating 
Office of the AfCFTA. The 
National Coordinating 
office is located on the 
ground floor of the Trade 
House which houses the 

AfCFTA Secretariat and will 
spearhead Ghana's policy 
and strategic response to 
the AfCFTA.
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All information published in this newsletter do not in anyway 
whatsoever represent the opinions or expression of honorable 

Alan Kwadwo Kyerematen or his office.

The publication is intended to inform only. Alan news takes full 
responsibility for any issue that may arise by virtue of this publication

Alan and his office shall not be liable to any person(s) for any loss
or liability suffered from such usage or reliance.
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