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 UTAG has embarked on a national strike

• All university teachers have withdrawn 
their services starting August 2

• SRC Prez of GIJ has noted that the strike 
action will affect students

All university lecturers have been 
directed by the University Teachers 
Association of Ghana (UTAG) to 
withdraw their services including 
teaching, marking of examination scripts, 
invigilation as well as processing of 
results in the various campus until 
further notice.

The strike action which commenced on 
August 2, 2021, has left students stranded 
in various institutions as there is no form 
of teaching.

Speaking in an exclusive interview with 
GhanaWeb, the President of the Ghana 
Institute of Journalism’s Student 
Representative Council, Ishmael Nii 
Lante Lamptey, explained that students 
will be hard hit by the current situation.

He has therefore called on the 
government to as a matter of urgency 
address the concerns of the university 
teachers.

“Always the students of the Republic of 
Ghana have to suffer the consequence of 
such strike actions. We are reminding 
UTAG that we’ve recently been out of 
school because of COVID-19. Systems are 
hard and students are willing to continue 
their education so they meet the 
requirement for graduating. All these 
challenges have been there but we are 
back to school. We’ve paid our facility 
user fees and they are going on strike, 
they should reconsider so that the future 
of Ghanaians can be reassured.

UTAG Strike:
Students in Ghana always
suffer the consequences
SRC PREZ - GIJ

“We hope that as soon as possible, this strike goes off. This strike must be 
called off because we can't continue to be suffering always because of 
government, lectures and teachers thinking that they have some 
grievance so the students should suffer the consequence. We need 
education and it is our right. Government, in particular, must always 
ensure that student’s rights are respected. If they really cherish students 
of Ghana, that we are the future of this republic, then government must 
as a matter of urgency ensure that the demands of UTAG are met so that 
students can enjoy their academics,” Mr Lamptey told GhanaWeb in an 
interview on August 3. He added that the National Union of Ghana 
Students (NUGS) have also called on both parties to resolve the matter at 
hand.

In a statement by NUGS, the student body indicated that they “disagree 
with the strike approach considering its effect on students, especially 
within the abnormal times we find ourselves in and the earlier 
obstruction of academic work by the global shutdown.” “NUGS is 
working and ensuring that students of the republic who are always on the 
receiving end when lectures decide to go on strike when certain demands 
that government might not have responded to… we are always at the 
receiving end so NUGS which is the mother body of all Universities has 
represented us in a statement that government should as a matter of 
urgency ensure that the demands of UTAG are met,” Ishmael Nii Lante 
Lamptey added.
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On Mon, 26th July, 2021, the leadership of NUGS met the 
Vice President of the Republic of Ghana, H.E Dr. 
Mahamudu Bawumia Dr. Mahamudu Bawumia We 
commended the government on the interventional 
policies in making education accessible to all. We also 
applauded the Vice President for his support to the 
Union over the years.We drew the Vice President’s 
attention to the delay in payment of student loans 
leading to hundreds deferring their courses. We also 
lamented on the meager sum of money given to students 
as loans and called for an increment.We also appealed to 
him to help fast track the "no Guarantor policy"  as well. 
We informed H.E Dr. Bawumia of a petition sent to the 

Minister of Works and Housing for a lasting solution to 
the accommodation crisis.  We suggested more 
government owned hostels to be built and also the 
formation of a coalition of private hostel owners  to 
regulate the pricing. Dr. Bawumia took keen interest in 
the security issues raised concerning GIMPA, KNUST. 
UCC ,UDS and other campuses , promising immediate 
action to curb them.We presented a portrait in 
appreciation of the Vice President’s support and open 
door to NUGS over the years.By. Yiadom Boakye (YB) 
NUGS President 

The Leadership of NUGS 
meets the Vice Prez of  the

Republic of Ghana
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Good Afternoon ladies and 
gentlemen of the Press.
On behalf of USAG, I would like to 
thank all media houses present here 
today, as well as
those monitoring this briefing 
online. Again, I am thankful to the 
Executive committee and
Senate for their show of leadership 
and direction in the matter for 
which reason we have
gathered here today.
Ladies and gentlemen, the 
leadership of USAG is challenged at 
this time in the history of the
Ghanaian student. 

Ordinarily, my first address to 
students in such a manner should 
have been
one of good tidings. Unfortunately, 
for us, we are here to address a 
situation that has set the
teeth of the union on edge as it has 
the propensity to affect the 
academic life of students.
Until 15th June, 2020, all schools 
including universities in the 
country were closed down due
to the emergence of COVID-19. The 
closure of schools stalled almost all 

academic activities
in the country. During this period, 
students could not enjoy the best of 
academic life. One
would have thought however, that 
the reopening of schools in June 
2020 was an opportunity
for students especially, those in the 
Universities to recoup all the 
precious days lost. Ladies
and gentlemen, I am sad to tell you 
that this has not been the case.

On 11th September 2020, just barely 
three months into the reopening of 
schools by the
President of the Republic, the 
National Executives of the 
University Teachers Association of
Ghana (UTAG) threatened to 
embark on a nationwide strike over 
what they called “Delay in
the Payment of UTAG’s Books and 
Research Allowances''.

Statement by USAG on industrial
strike being embarked on by UTAG

SSA & FUSAG
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Just nine months after that action by UTAG, 
the Senior Staff Association of Universities of
Ghana (SSA-UoG) on 18th May, 2021 
embarked on an industrial strike over what 
they called
“unfair labour practice”. Ladies and 
gentlemen, in all these instances, while these 
strike
actions are always targeted at the 
government (the sole employer), the 
Ghanaian students are
left in a miserable and helpless state.
The latest of this cycle of strike actions is the 
one declared by UTAG and SSA-UoG on
Wednesday, 28th July 2021, and Friday 30th 
July, 2021 respectively. In their press 
statements,
these most important pillars in the teaching 
and learning as well as administrative work 
in the
various academic offices have officially laid 
down their tools and have promised never to
return anytime soon. Friends in the media, 
the saddest aspect is that the current strike 
has no
timelines as it is indefinite. This move does 
not only threaten the psychological well-
being of
students as they fear for their future, but it 
also casts in stone the quality of education 
this
country is giving or ready to give to its 
citizens. The press statement from the 
government
signed by Hon Bright Wireko Brobey is not 
refreshing enough as it lacks specificity and
definite timelines. It is high time the 
government showed more seriousness in this 

matter, the
better for all stakeholders. UTAG has had 
cause to complain on numerous occasions 
about
the unwillingness on the part of the 
government to negotiate as demonstrated in 
the sending
of representatives of Ministers who lack the 
authority to commit to any meaningful
conclusions anytime these engagements 
come up. This is unacceptable and cannot 
and should
not be allowed to continue.
We from the University Students Association 
of Ghana with the sole mandate to protect 
and
advance the interest of all university students 
in the country as sworn on oath wish to
communicate the following in an equivocal 
terms:
1. We entreat government, within the next 
few days (2 days i.e. Tuesday and
Wednesday), to engage the University 
Teachers Association of Ghana (UTAG) and
the Senior Staff Association of Universities of 
Ghana (SSA-UoG) with the aim of
addressing the issues in a manner both 
parties will be satisfied

PRESIDENT: ARMAH CHRISTIAN PHILIP

GENERAL SEC: FRANK TOKO ODURO

COORDINATING SEC: KOFI GEORGE
MERKEL ABUAH

Statement by USAG on industrial
strike being embarked on by UTAG

SSA & FUSAG. Cont’d...
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The University of Ghana has been slapped by 
United States Federal Court with $165 million 
judgement debt for wrongly terminating the Africa 
Integras Contract in 2018.

This was after Global insurer Chubb Ltd. asked a 
New York federal judge to confirm a $165 million 
arbitration award against the University after it 
defaulted on a flagship development partnership 
backed by the U.S. government.
According to the petition filed in the Southern 
District of New York, W.P Carey investment trust 
won the award in 2018 after the University of 
Ghana terminated an agreement to construct and 
maintain four new facilities and a dormitory on its 
campus.

HomeEducationJUST IN: US Court Slaps 
University Of Ghana with $165 Million Judgement 
Debt
EDUCATION
JUST IN: US Court Slaps University Of Ghana with 
$165 Million Judgement Debt
KABA August 04, 2021
The University of Ghana has been slapped by 
United States Federal Court with $165 million 
judgement debt for wrongly terminating the Africa 
Integras Contract in 2018.

This was after Global insurer Chubb Ltd. asked a 
New York federal judge to confirm a $165 million 
arbitration award against the University after it 

defaulted on a flagship development partnership 
backed by the U.S. government.

According to the petition filed in the Southern 
District of New York, W.P Carey investment trust 
won the award in 2018 after the University of 
Ghana terminated an agreement to construct and 
maintain four new facilities and a dormitory on its 
campus.

The award reflects the value of rent income that 
the new campus facilities would have generated, 
Chubb told the court.

SEC reports show that the $64 million partnership 
was signed in 2016, with a mortgage financing 
agreement from the U.S. State Department’s 
Overseas Private Investment Corp. (now 
Development Finance Corp.) of up to $41 million. 
The project was insured with a Chubb corporate 
country risk policy. According to a public 
information summary filed with OPIC, the project 
would help meet a demand for higher education in 
Africa. University press releases said the expansion 
would help attract and accommodate Ph.D. 
students, transforming the school into a first-class 
research institution.
But UG was unable to procure a contractually 
required letter of credit, according to the Chubb 
petition, and moved to terminate the contract, 
triggering arbitration in 2018. 

US Court slaps UG with $165m Judgement debt
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Yesterday (5th August, 2021 )Leadership of 
the Union visited the Youth Employment 
Agency to engage the C.E.O, Lawyer Justin 
Frimpong Kodua.Our engagement centered 
on how the YEA could create opportunities 
for the many Ghanaian students who 
graduate from the institutions across the 
country. 

We used the opportunity to advocate for a 
study and work module and he assured us of 
a possibility. He also called on us to explore 
the internship opportunities available in the 

country. 

The CEO welcomed the idea of Job Center 
Training for the Ghanaian students to 
educate and enlighten us of the many 
opportunities the real world offer and how to 
grab those opportunities.Lawyer Kodua, 
further advised us to organize more training 
for our constituents and assured us of his 
unflinching 
support.#AlutaContinua#VictoriaAscerta

Leaders of NUGS meets the CEO of Employment Agency

The National Executive Board (NEB) of Ghana 
Nurse-Midwife Trainees’
Association (GNMTA), on July 14th placed a 
courtesy call on His Excellency
the Vice President of Ghana to express gratitude 
for restoration of the allowances
and as well table pertinent concerns bedevilling 
trainees in Ghana. Leadership
was met with a warmest reception giving room for 
concerns to be raised.
Amongst such concerns were;
1. Inconsistencies in payment of allowances 
resulting in outstanding arrears for
a sect of students, 3 months arrears for continuing 
students, 1(June) month
arrears for 2020 batch, 5 months arrears for 
2021/22 batch of rotation nurses and
a panacea of migration to the CAGD (Controller 
and Accountant General

Department) system.

Amongst such concerns were;
1. Inconsistencies in payment of allowances 
resulting in outstanding arrears for
a sect of students, 3 months arrears for continuing 
students, 1(June) month
arrears for 2020 batch, 5 months arrears for 
2021/22 batch of rotation nurses and
a panacea of migration to the CAGD (Controller 
and Accountant General Department) system.
Response
His Excellency the Vice President responded his 
outfit and that of the President felt the impact of 
the cancellation of the allowances on students and 
thereby saw restoration to be expedient and apt. 
He expressed their commitment in continuation of 
payment despite the odds at play. H.E the Vice 
President further

Excerpts of GNMTA meeting with VEEP 
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President shared same sentiments on the issue 
and enlightened of
a legislative act for backing of which he 
assured immediate steps to be initiated 
towards its implementation.

3. Skyrocketed nursing training fees.
Response
H.E the Vice President revealed restoration of 
the allowances was to augment the cost in 
training and support
trainees in their daily living but its rather 
unfortunate fees have experienced a sudden 
upward turn. He assured
his government taking a look into it at cabinet 
to solve the problem.
4. Unavailability of school buses and 
infrastructure in schools.
Response
Infrastructure is a major problem faced in all 
sectors of the economy but government is 
committed to filling
the gap and investing more in the health sector 
especially the health training institutions since 
the training of
nurses is an important element in the 
development of a nation. He further assured of 

liaising with MoH to have
the issue of buses looked at.
His Excellency, the Vice President expressed 
taking cognizance of all issues raised of which 
he promised
immediate redress.
Leadership further placed a courtesy call on 
the Deputy finance minister to make enquiries 
about the financial
clearance for 2021/22 batch of rotation nurses. 
In his response Hon. John Ampontuah Kumah 
shared in the
ordeals of working for 5 months on an empty 
stomach of which he assured the delegation of 
reaching to the
health ministry to collaboratively to seek an 
immediate solution.

The NEB of the Ghana Nurse-Midwife Trainees 
Association is committed in seeking the interest of 
its members
through the philosophy of dialogue and will not 
relent in discharging its duties.

Excerpts of GNMTA meeting with VEEP. Cont’d... 
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t hU E W  H o s t s  7  N a t i o n a l 
Students' Awards 2021

T h e  N a t i o n a l  S t u d e n t s ' 
F e s t i v a l  c e l e b r a t i o n ,  a 
brainchild of the National 
Students' Awards Ghana- is 
t h e  o n l y  s c h e m e  t h a t 
c e l e b r a t e s  a n d  a w a r d s 
students and other high profile 
dignitaries due to their hard 
w o r k ,  s e l fl e s s n e s s , 
commitment and dedication to 
community development in 
spite of all difficulties. NSA is 
once again set to organize 
another historic  event to 
celebrate gallant Ghanaian 
students and personalities.
The awards scheme, which for 
the past six years had been 
organized successfully, is all 
set to come off. This year's 
e v e n t  p r o m i s e s  t o  b e 
educative, mind-blowing and 
enter taining. Details have 
been provided below;

t hD a t e :  S a t u r d a y ,  2 7  
November, 2021.
Ve nu e :  Jo p hu s  A n a mu a h 
C onferenc e C entre,  UE W 
(University of Excellence)

F u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  c a n  b e 
o b t a i n e d  b y  c o n t a c t i n g 
B i s m a r k  A t t o b r a h 
( C o o r d i n a t o r ,  N S A )  o n 
0554005257.



All information published in this newsletter do not in 
anyway whatsoever represent the opinions or 
expression of NSA Ghana or The Student News Office. 
This publication is intended to inform, educate and 
entertain only.
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